
the year within this and 

subsequent issues. 

A pandemic might be 

thought of as relating to 

physical health only. 

However, the United Na-

tions has also noted that 

a “shadow pandemic” of 

gender-based violence 

(GBV) has also emerged. 

As a responsive museum, 

we  aim to  also cover 

this issue as it continues 

to challenge our commu-

nities 

We wish all our readers a 

successful 2020/21! 

Lwazi Bhengu &  

Khathetse Mokhoro 

 

I 
t is with great 

pleasure that the 

museum presents 

to you the first issue 

of  The Beaufort West 

Museum Newsletter! 

As a museum, we 

hope that you will 

subscribe to the news-

letter and continue to 

do so in order to en-

gage and maintain a 

dialogue  between 

yourselves and us 

whilst also enabling 

your participation in 

production through 

your suggestions and 

writing for the news-

letter . This is one 

amongst many ways 

our communities can 

participate in the live-

lihood of the museum.  

This newsletter is 

born right in the mid-

dle of one of the great-

est of plagues to the 

health of mankind—

the Coronavirus Pan-

demic. It is therefore 

a special subject that 

prevails throughout 

Editorial 
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T 
he Beaufort 

West Museum 

Management 

and Board of Trus-

tees’ key priority over 

the 2020/ 21 Finan-

cial Year will be to 

ensure that the muse-

um is optimally mar-

keted, reach new tar-

get markets and im-

prove the statistical 

outputs of the muse-

um. 

Any outstanding re-

pairs, security up-

grades and renova-

tions are also to be 

completed; however, 

what still needs to be 

done is minor. 

Apart from being 

marketed as a prime 

tourism destination, 

the museum will con-

tinue to be marketed 

as a centre of learn-

ing and research 

amongst the Local 

and District Schools. 

The Beaufort West 

Museum has access 

to a wealth of infor-

mation and history 

that could be of great 

use to the communi-

ty. Therefore, the mu-

seum is in the perfect 

position to fulfil this 

role to the school 

community. The vari-

ety of curriculum 

based education and 

outreach pro-

grammes at the mu-

seum’s disposal will 

be utilized optimally 

to reach the set tar-

gets of the museum. 

Through funding re-

ceived in terms of the 

Expanded Public 

Works Programme, 

the museum is able to  

play an important 

role in job creation 

and skills develop-

ment. Aside from the 

fact that the pro-

gramme creates jobs, 

Foreword by the Chairperson of the  

Board of Trustees 

“The community 

forms an essential 

part of our 

museum and we 

trust that their 

involvement and 

the ownership take 

of the museum will 

grow from 

strength to 

strength.” 
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it has provided the 

museum with young, 

vibrant, willing and 

trustworthy tempo-

rary staff, which adds 

tremendous value, 

especially with the 

day-to-day opera-

tions of the museum. 

Lastly, the Beaufort 

West Museum will 

continue to work and 

consult closely with  

the community in the 

celebration of com-

memorative days, as 

well as any other pro-

grammes and pro-

jects by the museum. 

The community 

forms an essential 

part of our museum 

and we trust that 

their involvement 

and the ownership 

taken of the museum 

will grow from 

strength to strength. 

Cllr Mcebisi Kilani 

Museum—Mission Church 



Staff in the 2020/ 21 Financial Year 
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Vuyiseka Myakala 

Carmennita Vorster Sonwabo Tyantsi 

Sidwel Mrawusi 

Khathetse Mokhoro Songezo Silwane 

Hazel van der Linde 

Blain Adams 

 

Lwazi Bhengu 



O 
n the 5th of 

May 2020, 

the Beaufort 

West Museum staff 

responded to the na-

tional Covid – 19 

plight plea for dona-

tions by preparing a 

traditional supper for 

the homeless.  It is 

one initiative that the 

museum decided to 

partake in as a phil-

anthropic exercise 

considering that the 

shelter survives on 

stakeholder dona-

tions. The shelter 

currently caters for 

more than 39 people 

– a mix of young and 

old.  It serves as a 

home to people of 

varied backgrounds 

with different stories 

to tell.  

The museum would 

like to continue 

maintaining its rela-

tionship with the 

shelter and the asso-

ciated stakeholders. 

We are grateful to the 

Beaufort West Mu-

nicipality for such an 

initiative. Should any 

one wish to offer any 

donations to the shel-

ter, please do not 

hesitate to contact Mr 

Samual Jooste @ 

0663195837. 

 

Covid-19 Shelter Supper 

“The 

homeless 

shelter... 

serves as a 

home to 

people of 

various 

backgrounds 

with 

different 

stories to 

tell.”  
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Vuyiseka Myakala and Carmennita  Vorster  

preparing the traditional supper 

 

Museum—Mission Church 

 

Museum staff giving a 

message of support to the 

residents of the shelter 



B 
eaufort West 

Museum cele-

brated Inter-

national Museum 

Day with other muse-

ums and the public 

on a programme held 

on the Zoom cloud-

based video commu-

nications app on the 

18th of May 2020.  

The International 

Council of Museum’s 

(ICOM) objective of 

this day is to consci-

entise society in that, 

“Museums are an im-

portant means of cul-

tural exchange, en-

richment of cultures 

and development of 

mutual understand-

ing, cooperation and 

peace among peo-

ples” (ICOM 2020). 

In line with this, the 

year’s theme was, 

“Museums for Equal-

ity: Diversity and In-

clusion” (ibid.) 

Community members 

of all walks of life had 

an opportunity to 

share their thoughts 

and experiences of 

Museums through 

the theme. 

Two volunteers, 

Jodene Jansen and 

Luthando Tevin 

Gcanga, on behalf of 

the Beaufort West 

community, graced 

us with poetry and 

rap shows. A  heart-

felt gratitude goes to 

them for their zeal in 

working with the mu-

seum. 

What an awesome 

day with activities 

that really captured 

the principles of the 

theme!  

 

 

Diverse in which ever 

way 

As different as night is 

to day 

Vis major 

A pandemic forging a 

new way of being 

Affecting a whole plan-

et 

All of human kind 

In isolation we become 

included 

As anxiety starts flar-

ing & fear starts rising 

Our prayers & cries 

become unanimous 

As staying home has 

become the class con-

scious 

Is this where we be-

come equal? 

Influenced to influence 

No comments or men-

tions 

Influenceced to infil-

trate perception 

Do we further... 

Influence to be better, 

to do better, 

Included we become 

 Johyphendene 

 Recited by: 

 Jodene Jansen 

“Museums are 

an important 

means of 

cultural 

exchange, 

enrichment of 

cultures and 

development of 

mutual 

understanding, 

cooperation and 

peace…”  
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International Museum Day 

Jodene Jansen 

Luthando Gcanga 

Attendees on the Zoom cloud-based video communi-

cations app 



B 
eaufort West 

Museum cele-

brated Africa 

Day together with 

other Provincial Mu-

seums as well as the 

public at large on the 

Zoom online platform 

on the 29th of May 

2020. 

People from different 

backgrounds had the 

opportunity to share 

their thoughts and 

experiences of Muse-

ums through the 

theme:  

“"Silencing the guns"  

Michael Janse van 

Rensburg, Deputy 

Director of Museum 

Services, started the 

programme by re-

calling that it had 

been lockdown since 

March 2020. This 

had then forced the 

department to think 

differently and out-

side the box on how 

to host museum 

events and still reach 

the public whilst 

making a difference 

in our communities. 

Africa Day was con-

sidered very im-

portant to celebrate 

hence the arrange-

ments.  

As such, learners and 

youth throughout the 

province had been 

invited to share their 

take on the theme 

through poetry, de-

bate, silent videos etc. 

He further added that 

the department 

hoped that the public 

found the diverse 

perspectives educa-

tional. 

Two Beaufort West 

Museum volunteers, 

Luthando Tevin 

Gcanga and Jodene 

Jansen, on behalf of 

the Beaufort West 

Museum, graced us 

with poetry.  

All the lovely perfor-

mances and the 

online atmosphere 

reminded us to ac-

tively maintain peace 

in all our communi-

ties on a daily basis.  

Various discussions 

emanated from the 

performances. 

One attendee felt like 

the theme is deep and 

goes as far as domes-

tic violence where 

people take theirs 

and their family 

members’ lives whilst 

another felt that she 

had mixed emotions 

where she was exalt-

ed by the perfor-

mances but also sad 

and discombobulated 

at the content they 

carried.  

Another attendee felt 

that violence stems 

from selfishness 

where the aim, for 

example in issues of 

xenophobia, is to di-

vide people in order 

to attain silly things. 

On the same note it 

trivializes the strug-

gles in the past that 

occurred to stop vio-

lence and achieve 

unity, peace and jus-

tice. It also robs peo-

ple of what they could 

enjoy in society. 

As such, it was men-

tioned that we need 

to be active against 

violence and start in-

terrogating the chal-

lenges at hand whilst 

instilling the value of 

peace by promoting 

compassion amongst 

people and living 

lives that espouse the 

principles of Ubuntu. 

Another issue that 

Africa Day - Provincial 

“...we need to 

be active 

against 

violence... 

promoting 

compassion 

amongst 

people and 

living lives 

that espouse 

the principles 

of Ubuntu” 
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Kind van Afrika 

Dogter & seun 

Afstammeling van Gode 

en Godin vannuit land 

ryk in awards juwele 

Juwele wat moeder 

aarde haarself gee 

Woestyne en Oasis 

Woude en Berge 

See en Rivier 

Ons is d nasate van d 

wat voor ons was 

Ons Geskiedenis 

gedateer in rots & hiro-

gloewe 

Oorloë en Segregasie 

Trane en Woede 

Ons Dan in ritme van 

voetspore wat in stof 

nagelaat is 

Kind van Afrika 

Die bloed van Hierdie 

kontinent bruis deur 

jou are 

Die goud en Diaman-

te glinster in jou siel 

Die gebrul van leeus 

& trompette van oli-

fante basyn uit jou 

stem. Die horison wat 

so ver strek soos die 

oog Kan sien. 

Die hoogte van die 

berg pieke waarop j 

staan. 

 

Kind van Afrika 

Gebore vannuit 

hierdie aarde 

Jy is die verlede 

Die hede 

Die toekoms 

Stemme sal nie Meer 

gestil word, net gew-

ere 

Ooooh Afrika.. 

Moeder van my siel 

Ek is kind 

Ek is Afrika 

 Johyphendene 

 

  

 Recited by  

 Jodene Jansen 

 

Africa Day — Poems 

“...the Covid-19 

pandemic had 

come about 

with a flare of 

issues 

surrounding 

racism as well 

as 

differentiation 

in social 

classes.”  
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came up was that being 

African means different 

things to different peo-

ple and they applauded 

the organizers for hav-

ing a diverse audience. 

Another challenge iden-

tified was also that the 

Covid-19 pandemic had 

come about with a flare 

of issues surrounding 

racism as well as differ-

entiation in social clas-

ses. Thus we need to 

raise awareness that 

people should remain 

calm and leave the iron 

at home. We need to 

fight Covid –19 collec-

tively whilst encourag-

ing the online platforms 

in developing talent. 

Others felt that the 

online platform gave 

them hope despite that 

the museums are physi-

cally closed. There are 

many opportunities in 

what could be achieved 

in light of the closure. 

They commended the 

Education Officers in 

producing stellar work 

through Covid-19 and 

that the officers are ac-

tually looking forward 

to doing more 

through Covid-19. 

In conclusion, it was 

noted that it is no 

excuse but some in-

dividuals are perpe-

trators of violence 

due to underlying 

psychological issues. 

With the public 

health sector only 

recently advancing 

in this area, perhaps 

the museums could 

join in this course 

henceforth. 

 



Welcome to a world were death speaks the loudest  

The grave is always the proudest  

Caskets are romantic  

R.I.P is always sarcastic  

 

Tears on a grave, helps to grow flowers  

The life we live upon, depends on hours  

We are dressed in all black when heaven takes you back  

We feel blessed with the time we had with you, when we can’t get you back  

 

We start questioning how you lived, as we expect all the answers from death  

As we drown in tears; we can hardly hold our breaths  

An insurer will always give you a shoulder to die on  

that looks beautiful on me  

 

Pour out your gasoline all on me  

I hope you’ll be free, after you had killed me 

 

Can’t you see I’m on my knees?  

And I’m begging you please  

Not to kill me for the sake of my kids  

Save me please  

 

I come from Tanzania  

You are from Azania  

I know I took your job from you, so I could feed my family  

Now you have to rob or kill me to feed your family 

 

My skin is as black as yours  

See love in me; even though I have some flaws  

Black love should be real 

And you don’t have to kill 

       Luthando Gcanga 

Africa Day — Poems Cont. 

“...I hope you’ll 

be free,  

after you had 

killed me...” 
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Opportunities to 

transform, influence 

T 
he Beaufort 

West museum  

celebrated Af-

rica Day by filming a 

documentary on, 

“What does it mean 

to be African?” Vari-

ous community 

members were asked 

to respond to this 

question from their 

own understanding 

and experiences. The 

following gives a 

glimpse to the re-

sponses: 

“ 
It is said that 

when you’re born 

in Africa, Africa 

is born in you too. 

Then the love affair 

between you and 

your homeland be-

gins. 

Moreover, being Afri-

can is not just a coin-

cidence but it is a 

choice too. 

We are not only just 

bound by the geo-

graphical borders of 

this continent. 

We are also bound by 

the belief that this is 

home. 

It is only natural that 

we love being here 

because this is the 

place where we get to 

be ourselves. 

This is the place 

where we get to re-

make our image and 

our dreams. 

But we as Africans 

often take for granted 

the dreams that we 

are given. 

Which is why it is im-

portant for you as an 

African to always ask 

yourself why you are 

an African” 

“ 
What does Afri-

can mean to you? 

When this ques-

tion was posed to be, 

it felt fair for me to 

align being African 

with hope… 

Unlike any other 

people and places, 

Africa and Africans 

were previously dis-

advantaged. 

We come from a his-

tory of pain and loss 

and because of that 

we have an oppor-

tunity to start on a 

clean slate 

We can do anything 

we want; our world 

is not ancient and 

rigid like any other 

country’s. 

We can find new 

ways, new answers 

for questions that 

have plagued hu-

manity. 

That is what I love 

most about being an 

African- 

The endless hope 

that I feel and long 

for the future. 

Also, we Africans 

have got so much op-

portunities. 

Opportunities to be 

ourselves; dress in 

our unique attire. 

Africa Day— Beaufort West Museum Documentary 
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identity in a way that 

we want for our-

selves.” 

“ 
Nice cultures, 

beautiful attires, 

great songs, ex-

quisite language and 

just being down to 

beautiful people.” 

“ 
Being African is 

just about how 

we live; or how I 

live. 

My bother’s wife – 

after she got married, 

you wouldn’t notice 

that she is makoti be-

cause she’d be 

dressed like us unlike 

in other cultures 

where you do actually 

see that, oh… uma-

koti walapha, 

intwezinje… So, she 

can dress like me it 



 

doesn’t matter. 

The kind of food that 

we eat as Bapedi... 

And then how we 

dress as Bapedi... 

And the Kind of re-

spect we show when 

we go out there...then 

sometimes it does ex-

plain that you are an 

African – how you 

carry yourself... 

From the spiritual 

side mina I feel actu-

ally it’s a personal 

thing. 

You don’t necessarily 

have to, like me I am 

not someone who ac-

tually goes to church 

but I do believe in Af-

rican spirituality. 

So, if I have to phahla 

or phasa, I will defi-

nitely do that... 

And I believe even in 

ancestors as well so… 

what happens during 

Easter, we go to the 

grave yard and si-

clean-e and speak to 

the dead. 

And you know such 

rituals, so that you 

know that ‘uyaphila 

kakuhle’ 

That’s how I feel you 

get to reconnect with 

the dead but not nec-

essarily the Christian 

way.I actually decid-

ed myself that I am 

not actually Chris-

tian. For me African 

spirituality does it 

for me… So that’s 

how I find pleasure 

and happiness. 

Yeah, I am connect-

ing with my ances-

tors… 

I actually would like 

to see us not let our 

culture die because 

we get consumed in-

to the Western Cul-

ture. 

I actually wish that 

our children will 

grow up learning and 

understanding that 

we as Africans have a 

way of living that 

does not conform to 

western standards. 

Thina that under-

stand the African 

Culture should get to 

pass it on to the next 

generation.” 

 

“ 
Intombazana, ibi-

zazi ukuba mna 

ndiyintombazana. 

Umfazi ubezazi ukuba 

mna ndingumfazi. 

Umakoti ubezazi ukuba 

mna ndingumakoti. 

Kodwa ngoku 

kuyafana. 

Umakoti, intombazana 

yinto enye; akhonto eh-

lukileyo. 

 Thina kudala sas-

ingazinxibi 

ibhulukwe… 

Wawungeke  ubone 

umuntu olimbinqa en-

xibile ibhulukwe emda-

la; 

Kodwa ngoku, umfazi 

unxiba ibhulukwe 

nendoda inxiba 

ibhulukwe. 

Awukwazi nokwahlula 

umntu kwi ntombi yak-

he; okanye ungumfazi. 

Apha – ke ngoku senza 

umfuliselo wesiXhosa 

Pha kudala emvelini,  

Africa Day— Beaufort West Museum Documentary Cont. 
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utywala besiXhosa 

babugalelwa 

kwinkqayi 

Abantu abadala 

babesela kwinkqayi 

Babewubeka emsa-

mo utywala; 

bewubeka ngenkqa-

yi, ubekwe pha em-

samo 

Pha – ke kuqala, 

indlu ibitshayelwa 

ngomtshayelo lo 

wesiXhosa wengca, 

hayi lona wangoku 

wesiLungu Lento 

eyenzekayo – ke 

ngoku kweli xesha 

likhoyo bathi abant-

wana bethu yi-

democracy 

Asiyazi-ke thina 

ngoba thina sikhule 

ngobuqaba 

Kudala amanzi 

abengangeni ebusu-

ku ukutshona kwe-

langa endlini ngoba 

bezingekho i-tap 

ezilapha endlini 

Phambi kokuba 

ilanga litshone uya-

hamba uyokha 

amanzi uwabeke 

apha endlini 

Noxa ngoku izinto 

zitshintshile  nganxa 

yale-democracy 



 

ikhoyo. 

Oko – ke ndithetha 

ukuthi  xa sinoku-

buyela pha kuNda-

lashe mhlawumbi 

izinto zingalunga 

Ngoba-ke sasingazityi 

nezinto ezifana nezi-

rice, sasisitya thina 

imingqusho, nenko-

be, nemifino 

Sasichola- chola thi-

na sihambe siye 

ezintabeni sichole in-

yanda sibeke pha!  

 

Sasirhida! 

Izindlu, zazingekho 

ezi zinto. Ukutshona 

kwelanga kuyabaswa 

endlini. 

Kwakukho iziko ku-

baswe.  

Ekuseni, 

kwakuvukwa ku-

baswe. Uhambe uye 

pha emlanjeni uy-

okha amanzi.  

UKuba uhlala ezila-

lini, uyakukha aman-

zi Emfuleni okanye 

emlanjeni uzokwenza 

impungo yabantu ab-

adala.Awuzokwenzela 

abantu abadala nga-

manzi aleleyo. Ngoku 

kungekho gqirha, ko-

kwenu bafuna   

amanzi amatsha. 

Ngoku sityiswa 

amanzi aphezolo, 

amanzi aleleyo  

awazi noba lamanzi 

ubusuku obu 

abengxotywangxoty-

wa yintoni – 

uzawatya. 

Izinto ezikhoyo 

ngoku zitshintshile; 

 Ngexesha lethu 

lemveli kudala pha 

zazingenzeki ezozibri 

ngoba ubusithi noba 

uyothenga ukutya 

edolophini okanye 

eplasini apho uhlala 

khona, phambi ko-

kuba ukupheke noba 

phambi kokuba 

uphunge, uzawuqala 

ukhe icephe ugalele 

phantsi eziko – kule 

swekile, nale-kofu, 

nakwiti, nakumgubo 

– imealie meal, yon-

ke into oyithengile 

uqala ugalele pha. 

Wenzela ntoni? 

Wenzela izinyanya, 

abantu baleleyo – 

wenzele ukuthi oku 

kutya kuqale 

kungcamlwe ngabo. 

Thina singaman-

tombazana akuqala, 

sasizila. Amaqanda sas-

ingawatyi, inkukhu sas-

ingayityi, kodwa eza-

namhlanje Iintombi 

zitya yonke into – ama-

qanda. 

Yonke into akhonto 

kuthiwa le bayihloni-

phile. 

Into ekhona ngoku im-

bi ayisafani nakuqala 

ingathi kwakungcono 

kunale yale-democracy 

obabuqaba  bubomvu, 

impilo yethu ngey-

isentle ngoba 

wawungasoze uve 

umntu kuthiwa 

uphethwe yiswekile, 

une-high blood ngoku-

ke abantu baneswekile, 

bane-high blood kanti-

ke kudala zazingekho 

ezo zinto ngoba 

kwakutyiwa ukutya 

okusempilweni. 

Ngoku kutyiwa i-rice, 

sitya izi-spice, sitya 

izinto zitshisayo…

asisayazi neyona siyit-

yayo. Sasitya ityiwa 

netswele kuphela. Sitye 

ukutya okuphuma 

egadini. Silime umbo-

na, amathanga yonke 

into, imifuno sivune 

pha… sipheke. Kodwa  

Africa Day— Beaufort West Museum Documentary Cont. 
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sipheke. Kodwa 

ezonto ngoku 

azisenzeki. Bathi 

abantwana bethu 

ngundalashe. 

Into ekhoyo ngoku 

ayisafani. Intomba-

zana soze uyehlule 

umfazini ngoba ka-

loku le ntombazana 

izawuthi ngoku in-

gatshatanga, 

izawuzisonga pha, 

izolalapha endlini, 

kwikamera en-

gaphandle. Xa 

ubona ukuba 

kuyaphakwa, hayibo 

kukho izitya ezi-

ngapha kwenani 

losaphi apha. Yay-

ingekho lonto 

kudala. 

Intombazana 

ibiphuma iyolala 

ethafeni 

nenkwenkwe 

yayo,hayi ukuba 

intombazane iye ku-

lonkwenkwe. Futhi 

umfana aye kulon-

tombi. Zazingekho 

ezonto kudala. 

Kodwa ngoku zizinto 

ezikhoyo ngoku ezo. 

Njengoba sisenza 

ezikamera zethu si-

funa ukufaka into-



 

 

zethu, senzela aba bant-

wana ukuba mabafake 

amadoda wabo na-

mankazana abo. Yay-

ingekho leyo into 

kudala.Mna ndiyabulela 

ndikhule kammandi 

ngexesha lentlonipho 

ngoba aba abantwana 

bethu bakhule ngokuba 

ungamfaka umthetho 

umtwana ufumaniseke 

ukuba womile nko ux-

elikhuni.” 

“ 
Wat vir my trots 

‘African’ maak is 

die feit dat ons 

eerstens, ’n diverse na-

sie, dit is wonderlik. Al-

les is pragtig, die men-

se, die landskap, alles!” 

“ 
What is Africa? 

And who is the owner 

of the name Africa? 

So we come up with a 

thing like… Africa is a 

name of the slave master. 

So, what does Africa 

mean? If a slave master 

gives you the name… Like 

now, we accept the name 

to be African. 

For me to be so-called Af-

rican is to be who you 

are.” 

“ 
So to be African for 

me means to do your 

culture and be loved 

for who and what you 

are… 

So I believe that I am an 

African.” 

“ 
To me, it means 

reconciliation.” 

“ 
It means all that I 

am; it means I am 

the original man. 

The man who carries 

the genes of warriors – 

inventors of human civ-

ilization. 

Me being an African re-

minds me of how great I 

am – unquantifiable ca-

pabilities within me. 

It reminds me that I am 

a product of mothers 

and fathers who have 

faced hardships for cen-

turies but still manage 

to stand strong and 

overcome those harsh 

impediments. 

It means I consist of 

greatness, strength and 

love bound altogether 

by the concept of Ub-

untu. Accompanied by 

diversity and the culture 

passed on from generat 
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To another. I am a proud 

African man!” 

“ 
To be an African is to 

know myself and to 

study my history, 

and to promote the Afri-

can history to our own 

children. 

To me to be African 

means I have to love this 

continent and believe in 

this continent 

If you study the bible, in 

the book of Genesis, the 

book says the second riv-

er in Eden is called the 

Gihon  which surrounds 

Cush, and Cush is Eithio-

pia which means in the 

beginning God created 

the first man, and that 

first man was a black 

man. 

To be an African one… 

when the colonists came 

to Africa, they robbed 

and took over that Afri-

cans had. 



 

So, as African people, if 

we are talking about Afri-

cans, whilst this hap-

pened to us, some of us 

are ignorant, and they 

don’t even care that this 

happened to us. This is 

our history, this is a part 

of us. Africa belongs to 

Africa those at home and 

abroad. 

What fears me a lot as an 

African is that our chil-

dren are being brain 

washed by media. 

To promote things which 

are not us; things which 

do not speak to our way 

of thinking and way of 

doing things because we 

are African!” 

“ 
It means embracing 

our culture and ac-

knowledging our 

women. 

To be an African we need 

to be an individual that 

forms part of a whole. 

Being African doesn’t 

mean only being born in 

Africa but it means em-

bracing our culture and 

acknowledging our worth. 

I am African, not because I 

was born in Africa, but be-

cause I Africa was born in 

me…” 

“ 
We are proud to be 

African because we 

are black you know… 

And black people is for Af-

rica.” 

“ 
I am for Africa and I 

stand for Africa 

Whether I am in 

South Africa or what… 

What are the require-

ments for me to call my-

self an Africa? 

Abanye bayahlaba, wen-

ze umcimbi, you believe 

in all those things and go 

full on traditional 

And like… You praise the 

ancestors and every-

thing…. 

But for me… It’s none of 

those things… Ayikho 

neyi-one. 

Angivumi.” 

“ 
It’s my roots and 

culture first of all, 

you know… 

We as Africans are the 

only people who are so 

fortunate to be doing the 

customs which were put 

upon us in ancient times 

event in the bible. 

There are findings daily 

that say that life started 

in Africa, so people of 

Africa you must be very 

proud to be called  
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African. 

What makes me African 

is my skin which can 

withstand any weather. 

You can call yourself 

African but you are still 

in the system of the oth-

er people but you are 

proud of yourself saying 

I am African but the 

things you are doing do 

not affiliate with the 

things that you are. 

So to be an African is to 

be who you are!” 

 

 Produced by: 

Luthando Gcanga &  

Kathetse Mokhoro 

 

A special thanks to: 

 All the partici-

pants who shared 

their views. 

 Bongiwe Maliwa 

(Cape Medical 

Museum) for 

transcription of 

the IsiXhosa rec-

ords. 

Visit our Facebook page  

@ Beaufort West Muse-

um for the full video!  



The Garden Route 

Region commemorat-

ed Youth Day on the 

zoom platform on the 

16th of May 2020. 

The following are ex-

tracts of messages of 

support videos pre-

sented to school 

learners and the pub-

lic in general in light 

of the Covid-19 pan-

demic: 

How are we going 

to deal with Covid-

19 Pandemic? 

“ 
I know a lot of 

people are pan-

icking. There is a 

lot of fear about 

Covid-19. 

I want to motivate, 

especially now with 

the plan for youth to 

go to school, for 

young people to con-

tinue being hygienic 

in terms of cleaning, 

washing and sanitiz-

ing their hands. 

Make it a point that 

you are 1.5 metres 

apart as per the 

guidelines given to 

us. 

I would like to read 

some scripture for 

you where we have to 

imitate Christ though 

humility: 

Phillipians 2: 1—5 

1 Therefore if you 

have any encourage-

ment from being 

united with Christ, if 

any comfort from his 

love, if any common 

sharing in the Spirit, 

if any tenderness and 

compassion,  

2 then make my joy 

complete by being 

like-minded, having 

the same love, being 

one in spirit and of 

one mind.  

3 Do nothing out of 

selfish ambition or 

vain conceit. Rather, 

in humility value oth-

ers above yourselves,  

4 not looking to your 

own interests but 

each of you to the in-

terests of the others.  

5 In your relation-

ships with one anoth-

er, have the same 

mindset as Christ Je-

sus” 

One thing about 

South Africans 

“ 
We are very unit-

ed; we tackled 

Covid-19  in uni-

ty and the instruction 

by the president is 

followed…” 

Panicking 

“ 
Do not be perma-

nently panicking 

over a temporary 

situation” 

Students… 

“ 
Stay positive, 

Do not let social 

media influence 

and affect you.” 

 

Youth Day 
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89 Donkin Street 

PO Box 370 

Beaufort West 

6970 

Phone: 023 415 2308 

Fax: 023 415 2545 

Email: 

info@beaufortwestmuseum.co.za 

History 

For some time, Beaufort West had an informal Museum which was estab-

lished in 1939 as two small rooms. This informal Museum was only open 

on Friday and Saturday evenings for visitors. In 1945, however, after an 

exhibition of antiques was hosted during the Thanksgiving Festival of the 

Dutch Reformed Church, a large number of artefacts were added to the 

Museum Collection. Over the years, the museum was housed in various 

buildings up until the Municipality availed the Dutch Reformed Church to 

serve as the Museum.  

Within few years that followed, the museum extended to the two buildings 

next to the church, namely the Old Dutch Reformed Parsonage, the birth 

house of the world famous heart Surgeon, Professor Chris Barnard, and 

the Old Town Hall of the town. These buildings were formally opened as 

the Museum together with the Library on 1 February 1967. On 1 April 

1997, the Museum was declared a Province Aided Museum. To this day, 

the museum consists of these three buildings. 

Theme 

The History of the Beaufort West Karoo, the Church and the People of the Region 

 

Beaufort 

West 

Museum 

Offerings 

 Preservation and 

Conservation of ob-

jects and buildings 

 Collection Manage-

ment 

 Research and Com-

munication 

 Community Out-

reach and Educa-

tional Programmes. 

 Celebrating Com-

memorative Days 

 Guided Tours 

 Hosting of Events

(Contact us for 

bookings) 

 

The Heart of Beaufort West 

www.beaufortwestmuseum.co.za 

On the next     

Issues… 

 Mandela Day   

 Women’s Day 

 Heritage Day 

 Reconciliation Day 

 I am the Flag Pro-

gramme  

 National Symbols 

Programme 

 Human Rights Day 

 Freedom Day 

 Messages of Hope 

 Educational Pro-

grammes 

Beaufort West 

Museum 

063  505 1128 


